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these cold

nights and warm

afternoons are

hard to handle,

connie.

hope sergeant

first class

parken’s coffee

is good and

hot, bonnie!

this weather

can mean

trouble for

equipment.

especially

if proper

precautions

aren’t taken.

Let’s get 

inside. sergeant

parken must be

waiting for us.

my gosh!
what gives?

I just don’t

understand 

it-
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hmm

with this cold weather,

those broken parts

could be a symptom of

a much larger problem.

what

d’you

mean,

connie?

this cold can

really do a job

on equipment

sergeant

parken!

tell me

about it,

bonnie.

somebody’s

got a sense

of humor.

looks like

that ace

is out of

commission.

what’s

wrong

sergeant

parken?

sounds

like you’ve

got prob-

lems.

let’s take a

ride up to

the work site

and see for

ourselves

what’s up.

can you

drive? my

hmmwv is

being used to

haul parts

up there.

we’re way behind

schedule and our

equipment repair costs

are skyrocketing!

I’ll say! we’ve got a

rush project to

repair roads and build

berm fortifications on

the range.

but we’ve got

gear down with

busted track

and sprockets,

and wrecked

mold boards!

We’re

here

sergeant

parken.

did you see that

sign? some

joker must have

given the range

a nickname!

better they

should be workin’

instead of playing

in the snow.

hi,

sergeant

parken.

it keeps

breaking.

yeah.

and

built a

snow-

man,

too!

this track

is giving us

trouble.



PS 603 FEB 0331PS 603 FEB 0330

that’s

true,

but...

...half the time

we’ve been down

for repairs.

you’ve been here

more than two

weeks and hardly

gotten anything

done!

I think I see

the real villain

in this situation.

what do

you mean,

bonnie?

what’s

causing

this-?

during the

day, the ground

thaws when

the snow and

ice melt.

“...and the more

firmly fixed in the

mud it becomes.”

“the deeper the

mud, the deeper

the tracks sink...”

a vehicle left

sitting in mud

will freeze in

it’s tracks

overnight!

then, when the

sun goes down,

the mud freezes

as hard as

concrete.

“the mud gets

soft and wet...

and the tracks

sink in.”

and that

takes time.

when that happens,

we gotta take the

broken track off 

and replace it.
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“if you do, you can end up

with a broken track,

snapped drive sprocket

teeth and a vehicle

that’s still stuck.”

so what do

we do? we need

to finish this

job by the end

of the week.

you can’t

rock the-

“doesn’t matter if it’s the

deuce, d5b or d7g ‘dozer...

or even the m9 ace. you

cannot rock the vehicle.”

“any vehicle left standing

in mud at the end of the

day will freeze in its

tracks by morning.”

makes sense,

bonnie.

any other 

suggestions?

if you take these

precautions, you’ve

got a better

chance for fewer

problems.

“use a shovel

to scoop out

the mud 

that has 

collected on

and between

roadwheels

and drive

sprockets.”

“avoid parking in deep ruts

worn by other vehicles. some

ruts may be deep enough to

bottom out your vehicle’s hull.

if you leave it there, you won’t

be moving it ‘til spring.”

“park your vehicle on high

ground, if possible. water

drains downhill... so the

mud won’t be quite so deep.”

here’s a quick

checklist

of things to

keep in mind

hmm…

uh-

oh!



I wonder

who?

hey... looks like

somebody knocked

over that camp

stuckalot sign.

sounds

good

to us.

thanks for your help.

how about another

cup of coffee... back

at my office?

put a board

between the

ground and 

the moldboard.

that way the mud

can’t freeze the 

moldboard in place.

see how just a

little pm can melt

cold problems?


